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Editorial Statement
The first issue of The Bridge was well received and we
felt it was a good beginning. It widened our contacts. Some
of our supporters who had misgivings as to whether, at this
late date, the Society could prevail, now told us that the
Danish American Heritage Society was on its way. We hope
this second issue of The Bridge strengthens the credibility of
the Danish American Heritage Society.
The Society is still in its formative stages . Though our
efforts have been rewarding, our brief experience reveals
that the task ahead is large, indeed . There have been
critiques and suggestions from members and others that
have been most helpful. We welcome more. As we look
ahead and try to chart a course for the Society we are
mindful of the enormity of our undertaking and of the fact
that we are novices in this field . However, we are helped
and inspired by others who have labored long in the same
vineyard . For example, Kenneth D . Bjork, editor of The
Norwegian American Historical Association, in a speech
delivered in the 1960s, said, in words worth heeding, "we
must never forget that our ultimate purpose is to tell the
story of the men and women who tilled the soil of the New
World, who went down to sea in ships, who worked the
mines and machines of our industrial plant. We are mindful
of those who cared for the sick in body and spirit, who
edited newspapers and magazines, who wrote poems and
novels, and who dreamed dreams of a better America. We
think of pioneers-those who opened up new areas of settlements, who invented new techniques in production, built
bridges, tunnels, skyscrapers, and other structures, who
harnessed the force of electricity, who started and nurtured
schools, churches and political movements . We are
reminded of those who opened shops, directed business
enterprises, practiced law, or responded to the call of duty
when danger threatened our country . And we do not forget
the men and women whose lives are undramatic and
unsung, or were marked by frustration and defeat. For we
are committed to telling the whole story of a transplanted
people that is now deeply rooted in America-one small part
of the millions who made the great Atlantic crossing . If we
do this imaginatively, if we do it thoroughly and well , we
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will meet a special obligation to this great land we call our
home, and we will contribute largely to the growth of its
maturing culture."
We open this issue of The Bridge with Carl Hansen,
Prairie Iconoclast, in which Donald K. Watkins introduces us
to an interesting and outspoken Danish emigrant writer.
There are a few old timers who still remember this candid
personality. Watkins in submitting his article writes, "It is a
pity more of Hansen's correspondence is not preservedperhaps this article will cause some people to let us know of
the whereabouts of Hanseniana." Rudolph J. Jensen follows
with an article that compares and contrasts how the two
writers, Sophus Keith Winther and Carl Hansen view the
ideals and experiences of the Danish immigrants in this
country. You will recall that in the first issue of The Bridge,
Norman Bansen gave us a perceptive and understanding
introduction to Sophus Keith Winther and his trilogy.
It has been said that the Danes who left their homeland
for another life abroad lost their identity sooner than those
from other countries . True or not, Stephen H . Rye in Danish
American Political Behaviour: The Case of Iowa, 1887-1936,
provides us with some interesting data for speculation . Olaf
Juhl, in Thoughts At Sunrise, offers a very personal account
of his becoming an American . Peter L. Petersen lets us in on
a bit of history from a time (not an isolated episode in the
history of the U.S.A., with its multiplicity of ethnic groups)
when the loyalty of Danes was held in question. Finally,
attention is called to two publications : Harold Petersen
writes understandingly about Enok Mortensen's Schools For
Life-A Danish American Experiment In Adult Education and
Egon Bodtker introduces us to a recent publication by
Camera/ Graphic Press LTD . of New York.
Editorial Policy: We repeat our statements from the first
issue. We hope that this issue, as well , in addition to
providing enjoyment will reflect our expectations and serve
as a foundation for future issues .
Our guidelines will come from experience, observing
what others are doing, and most importantly, responses from
the membership. Emphasizing that we do not have a formal
policy to be adhered to by all contributors, the following
general statements are meant as suggestions and will be
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adjusted as the circumstances indicate they need to be
modified .
The editor relies heavily on the judgments and recommendations of the reviewers and referees, although he is
not bound by them.
Articles for The Bridge should be 3,ooo-6,000 words in
length, however, shorter articles will not be excluded,
per se .
Both scholarly and popular articles, as well as memoirs
and reminiscences, are encouraged .
Reviews of articles and books should contain pertinent
bibliographic information which would enable readers to
find the material being reviewed .
Contributors should submit a biographical statement of
100-200 words from which a brief identifying paragraph
could be written .
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